A scientific conference is a platform where participants present their research findings and discuss among peers. Traditionally, conferences are conducted by having participants gathered physically. Conferences involve the use of boards, flip charts, posters, and overhead projectors. The use of data projectors and videos has become popular with the progress of technology. The advancement of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has improved the way information is transferred and shared. The development of ICTs has condensed the world into a global village and there has been a paradigm shift in the way scientific conferences are organized. In fact organizers are convening people from corners of the world using ICTs and the traditional face-to-face meetings are being enhanced and sometimes substituted by virtual conferences. In their comments to Nature Chemistry, Welch et al. 1 pointed out the shortcomings of traditional scientific conferences and ask, "Are there advantages to meetings in the virtual world?" The concept, advantages, and disadvantages of virtual meetings were elaborated in previous reports.
1,2,3 Some of the problems (cost, travel, disabilities) with traditional conferences may be solved by virtual conferences. In fact, due to globalization, progress in technology, and economic conditions, there is a change in the way people work, communicate, and interact. Improvements in ICTs have increased interactions between geographically separated individuals as nowadays the internet reaches most countries.
Further to the editorial column and the appealing contribution from Belford and Meyers, 4 we report our experience with the organization of the Virtual Conference on Computational Chemistry, VCCC-2013. http://sites.uom.ac.mu/vccc/
Virtual Conferences in Chemistry
Over the years, there have been some virtual conferences in the field of chemistry namely: • ConfChem; ongoing since 1993. 4 • Winter Virtual Conference; this was a day long virtual conference held on 7 December 2012.
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After a few years of reflections, we became interested in the potential of the virtual world technologies for conducting scientific meetings and, therefore, we decided to launch VCCC-2013. The theme of the conference was "Computational Chemistry in the Digital Age" and it matches with the current state of technology in this field of chemistry. VCCC-2013 was held from August 1st to 31st, 2013 and this month was chosen to commemorate the birthday of Erwin Schrödinger, the father of quantum mechanics, on 12 August.
Once the website of the virtual conference was active, we proceeded with the call for abstracts. Meanwhile, we were working on the virtual environment to conduct the conference. The idea to hold the virtual conference was to set up a virtual platform for interactions. In addition, on the virtual platform: 1. The e-presentations are listed and are available for download. 2. For each e-presentation, a participant posts a question/query/comment on the virtual platform and all the participants are notified by an e-mail. 3. In the first instance, the corresponding author replies to the question/query/comment. Again all the participants are notified by e-mail. After trying several platforms, we opted for the basic components of Webwiz 11 and a screen shot is given in Figure 1 .
By the deadline of 15 June 2013, we received a total of 34 abstracts and a scientific committee evaluated the suitability of each of them. A total of 32 abstracts were accepted; 11 of them were for the keynote e-presentations and the remaining were considered as invited e-presentations. For the accepted abstracts, the authors were required to submit their full e-presentations in any of three formats; PowerPoint, PDF, or video. It is interesting to note that five of these e-presentations were videos.
Apart from those who submitted abstracts, other participants also registered for the virtual conference. Ultimately, there were 88 participants from 34 countries and each participant was given a username and password to log on to the virtual discussion platform. Each e-presentation was considered on one day, between August 1st and August 29th, 2013. On 30 August 2013, there was an open discussion on all the e-presentations. A virtual cultural day was held 31 August 2013 and the participants were encouraged to share pictures and/or video of the cultural aspect of their countries. The organizing committee of the VCCC-2013, under the guidance of three independent juries, awarded the three best e-presentations. Participants were also invited to submit full papers to be considered for publication in the proceedings of the virtual conference which will be a special issue of the Journal of Computational Science.
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After the conference, an e-survey was conducted, appraising the understanding and experience of the participants about the virtual conference. The e-survey evaluated the level of interaction and information pertaining to the virtual conference. We are not able to have conclusive statements as only 14 participants responded to the e-survey. However, for most of the participants who responded, it was a first time experience to participate in a virtual conference.
The VCCC-2013 has been a successful event and we are looking forward to organize it on an annual basis. We have been able to gather scientists from corners of the world on a single platform for one month. Apart from the low cost involved to participate in this conference, it meets the criteria of green conferences. Additionally, all the e-presentations and discussions have been archived. It is worth to point out that to date, the technology to organize a virtual conference is well established but the real problems are with human as pointed out by O'Haver.
13 Tutorials and other efforts are required to explain the functions of the virtual conference and this may attract more participants. The initiation step (1 st VCCC conference) has been catalyzed and hence we are planning for the 2 nd VCCC conference (VCCC-2014) which will be held 1-31 August 2014. 
